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Today, clouds giving way to sun- 
shine, rain, heavy in the morning, 
high 67. Tonight, clearing, low 39. To- 
morrow, sunny, cooler, high 54. 
Weather map appears on Page B12. 
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A sealed-off tent that was set up to help treat coronavirus patients outside an overwhelmed hospital in Brescia, Italy, on Thursday. 


Testing Remains Elusive in Places Most in Need 


By FARAH STOCKMAN 


BOSTON — First came the 
tickle in the throat. Then, a hack- 
ing cough. Then, a shortness of 
breath she had never experienced 
before. Hillary King, a 32-year-old 
consultant in Boston who lives 
down the street from a hotel 
where dozens of Biogen execu- 
tives contracted the new coro- 
navirus, decided that she had bet- 
ter get tested. 

But getting tested is far easier 
said than done, even as testing 
slowly ramps up nationwide. Five 
days after President Trump an- 
nounced that anyone who wants a 
test can get a test, Ms. King’s ex- 
perience shows how difficult it can 
be in the United States to find out 
if you have the coronavirus. 

Many who fear they have the vi- 
rus have faced one roadblock after 


‘It Is a Failing, Says a 
Top Health Official. 


‘Let’s Admit It.’ 


another as they try to get tested, 
according to interviews with doz- 
ens of people across the country. 
Some have been rejected be- 
cause they had no symptoms, 
even though they had been in 
proximity to someone who tested 
positive. Others were told no be- 
cause they had not traveled to a 
hot spot abroad, even though they 
had fevers and hacking coughs 
and lived in cities with growing 
outbreaks. Still others were told a 
bitter truth: There simply were 
not enough tests to go around. 
“The system is not really 


geared to what we need right now, 
what you are asking for. That is a 
failing,” said Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, 
who leads the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
in testimony before the House 
Committee on Oversight and Re- 
form on Thursday. “It is a failing. I 
mean, let’s admit it.” 

Dr. Fauci added: “The idea of 
anybody getting it easily the way 
people in other countries are do- 
ing it, we are not set up for that. Do 
I think we should be? Yes. But we 
are not.” 

In some parts of the country, de- 
mand for the tests is low. Else- 
where efforts are underway to 
make testing easier. States like 
Colorado have even instituted 
drive-through testing to stream- 
line the process. 

But even there, demand has far 

Continued on Page A10 


Dark Spirits as the Lights Go Out on Broadway 


By MICHAEL PAULSON 


The adage is synonymous with 
Broadway itself: The show must 
go on. 

And for decades, through wars 
and recessions and all forms of 
darkness, Broadway, the heart of 
America’s theater industry and an 
economic lifeblood for many art- 
ists, has kept its curtains up and 
its footlights on. 

But on Thursday, facing a wid- 
ening coronavirus pandemic and 
new limitations on large gather- 
ings, the industry said it was sus- 
pending all plays and musicals for 
32 days, effective immediately. 

“The idea that our venerable, 
majestic houses are dark, and that 
there will be no lights on Broad- 
way — I’m romanticizing, but 
that’s the heartbeat of the city, and 
to think that they’ve been forced 
into darkness is shocking,” said 
Patti LuPone, a beloved Broad- 
way titan who has won two Tony 
Awards and has been performing 
in previews for a revival of “Com- 
pany.” “I’m shocked that they took 
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Many of New York's cultural institutions, including the Metropol- 
itan Museum of Art, announced that they would shut down. 


this tack, but also grateful they 
did, just to keep us healthy.” 

The shutdown — longer than 
those prompted in recent decades 
by strikes and snowstorms and 
even the terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001 — will inevitably cost tens 


of millions of dollars for investors 
and artists and associated busi- 
nesses, and will likely trigger the 
collapse of some plays and musi- 
cals that will be unable to survive 
the delays and losses. 

Continued on Page A12 


In Italy’s “War, 


‘Triage Decides 
Life or Death 


By JASON HOROWITZ 


ROME — The mayor of one 
town complained that doctors 
were forced to decide not to treat 
the very old, leaving them to die. 
In another town, patients with co- 
ronavirus-caused pneumonia 
were being sent home. Elsewhere, 
a nurse collapsed with her mask 
on, her photograph becoming a 
symbol of overwhelmed medical 
staff. 

In less than three weeks, the co- 
ronavirus has overloaded the 
heath care system all over north- 
ern Italy. It has turned the hard hit 
Lombardy region into a grim 
glimpse of what awaits countries 
if they cannot slow the spread of 
the virus and “flatten the curve” of 
new cases — allowing the sick to 
be treated without swamping the 
capacity of hospitals. 

If not, even hospitals in devel- 
oped countries with the world’s 
best health care risk becoming tri- 
age wards, forcing ordinary doc- 
tors and nurses to make extraor- 
dinary decisions about who may 
live and who may die. Wealthy 
northern Italy is facing a version 
of that nightmare already. 

“This is a war,” said Massimo 
Puoti, the head of infectious medi- 
cine at Milan’s Niguarda hospital, 
one of the largest in Lombardy, the 
northern Italian region at the 
heart of the country’s coronavirus 
epidemic. 

He said the goal was to limit in- 
fections, stave off the epidemic 
and learn more about the nature 
of the enemy. “We need time.” 

This week Italy put in place dra- 
conian measures — restricting 
movement and closing all stores 
except for pharmacies, groceries 
and other essential services. But 
they did not come in time to pre- 
vent the surge of cases that has 
deeply taxed the capacity even of 
a health care system that is well 

Continued on Page A8 
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TREET SINCE 1987 CRASH 


House Set to Vote on Rescue Plan — 
Sick Leave, Tests and Tax Credits 


This article is by Emily Cochrane, 
Jeanna Smialek and Jim Tankers- 
ley. 


WASHINGTON — Financial 
markets plunged on Thursday in 
the biggest one-day drop since the 
Black Monday stock market crash 
of 1987, and Congress neared a 
deal with the White House on a 
sweeping economic rescue pack- 
age to respond to the colossal ef- 
fect of the coronavirus pandemic. 

After a day of intense negotia- 
tions between Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi of California and the Treas- 
ury secretary, Steven Mnuchin, 
Ms. Pelosi told reporters that 
“we’ve resolved most of our differ- 
ences” and the House would vote 
on Friday on the measure “one 
way or another.” It would then go 
to the Senate, which called off a re- 
cess that had been scheduled for 
next week in anticipation of acom- 
promise. 

The legislation, according to a 
letter Ms. Pelosi sent to her mem- 
bers, will include enhanced unem- 
ployment benefits, free virus test- 
ing, aid for food assistance pro- 
grams and federal funds for Med- 
icaid. The package also ensures 14 
days of paid sick leave, as well as 
tax credits to help small- and me- 
dium-size businesses fulfill that 
mandate. Language was still be- 
ing drafted for provisions related 
to family and medical leave, ac- 
cording to a Democratic aide, as 
staff members worked through 


BRYAN R. SMITH/A.F.P. — GETTY IMAGES 


The New York Stock Exchange 


was devastated on Thursday. 
NEWS ANALYSIS 


Beyond Bears, 
Markets Show 
Strange Signs 


By NEIL IRWIN 


It has been an unsettling week 
on global financial markets, and 
not just because the stock mar- 
ket has fallen sharply enough to 
bring a decade-plus bull market 
to an end. 

Underneath the headline num- 
bers was a series of movements 
that don’t really make sense 
when lined up against one an- 
other. They amount to signs — 
not definitive, but worrying — 
that something is breaking down 
in the workings of the financial 
system, even if it’s not totally 
clear what that is just yet. 

Bond prices and stock prices 
have moved together, not in 
opposite directions as they usu- 
ally do. On a day when major 
economic disruptions resulting 
from the coronavirus pandemic 
appeared to become likelier — 

Continued on Page A13 


the night to prepare the bill. 

Ms. Pelosi, in her letter to law- 
makers, also said that the House 
would soon pursue another pack- 
age “that will take further effec- 
tive action that protects the 
health, economic security and 
well-being of the American peo- 
ple.” 

The fast-moving measure re- 
flected a sense of urgency in 
Washington to enact a fiscal stim- 
ulus in the face of a pandemic that 
has wreaked havoc on the finan- 
cial markets, which have proved 
impervious to other interven- 
tions. The Federal Reserve, in a 
drastic attempt to ensure Wall 
Street remained functional as vol- 
atility roiled even normally staid 
bond markets, said it would 
promptly inject as much as 
$1.5 trillion in loans into the bank- 
ing system and broaden its pur- 
chases of Treasury securities. 

But neither the Fed’s actions, 
nor a plan by the European Cen- 
tral Bank to offer cheap loans to 
banks and step up its bond-buying 
campaign, were enough to as- 
suage investors, who sent the 
S&P 500 down 9.5 percent. 

President Trump, for his part, 
appeared to be scrambling to per- 
suade the public that things were 
going smoothly, while suggesting 
he could further restrict travel. 
Speaking at the White House, Mr. 
Trump said he could conceivably 
ban domestic travel to regions of 


Continued on Page A9 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Trumps Effort 
To Calm Eases 


Few Anxieties 


By PETER BAKER 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — As he con- 
fronts the most serious crisis of 
his tenure, President Trump has 
been assertive in closing borders 
to many outsiders, one of his 
favorite policies. But within the 
United States, as the coronavirus 
spreads from one community to 
another, he has been more fol- 
lower than leader. 

While he presents himself as 
the nation’s commanding figure, 
Mr. Trump has essentially be- 
come a bystander as school 
superintendents, sports commis- 
sioners, college presidents, gov- 
ernors and business owners 
across the country take it upon 
themselves to shut down much of 
American life without clear guid- 
ance from the president. 

For weeks, he resisted telling 
Americans to cancel or stay 
away from large gatherings, 
reluctant even on Thursday to 
call off his own campaign rallies 
even as he grudgingly acknowl- 
edged he would probably have 
to. Instead, it fell to Dr. Anthony 
S. Fauci, the government’s most 
famous scientist, to say publicly 
what the president would not, 
leading the nation’s basketball, 
hockey, soccer and baseball 
leagues in just 24 hours to sus- 
pend play and call off tourna- 
ments. 

Mayors and county executives, 
hospital executives and factory 
owners received no further direc- 
tion from the president as he 

Continued on Page A9 
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Fearing Police as Riots Raged 


More evidence has emerged that the 
Indian police, below, helped attack 
Muslims or stood aside during an explo- 
sion of violence last month. 


PAGE Al4 


Germany to Track Its Far Right 


The country’s intelligence agency la- 
beled a wing of the Alternative for 
Germany extremist, warning of a “dan- 
ger for democracy,” and said some of its 
leaders would be monitored. PAGE A15 


Transgender Rights in Peril 


Lawmakers across the nation have 
introduced dozens of measures, from 
targeting hormone therapy to barring 
transgender athletes. PAGE A18 


Trump’s Prospects Weaken 
Weeks ago, his advisers were counting 
on a strong economy and an opponent 
easily portrayed as too far left. But the 
political landscape has shifted. PAGE A20 


BUSINESS B1-7 
Street Cred for Cadillac 


It doesn’t sell a sports car, but its high- 
performance V-series automobiles are 
finding success on the racetrack where 
luxury brands like Benz and BMW have 
thrived. PAGE B3 


NEW YORK A23-24 
Putting a Lid on It 


City residents might be required to 
compost if the City Council speaker’s 
plan to move toward mandatory organic 
waste recycling goes forward. PAGE A23 


SPORTSFRIDAY B8-11 
U.S. Soccer Chief Is Out 


Court briefs in a gender discrimination 
lawsuit argued that female soccer play- 
ers were inferior, leading Carlos 


Cordeiro to resign his post. PAGE B9 


She’s Turning 60. So Is Benin. 
Angélique Kidjo, below, is probably 
Africa’s most respected international 
vocalist, and one of its hungriest syn- 
thesizers of culture and ideas. PAGE C1 


A Perfect Time for ‘Westworld’ 


After a nearly two-year hiatus, HBO’s 
dystopian sci-fi western has evolved 
into a corporate noir with the fate of the 


human race at stake. PAGE Cl 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27 
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